I came to the Bahamas i 1960 and punchased the Chantel Night
Club’y lease from the lormar owners. With lots of observation, planning
andd creativing | was sucocsaful in transforming the then bleak cafe tnde a
thrving nightly extravaganza. Aiming for a complete changes, and nat
comfortable with the nightclud’s name and reputation, | made the name
change 1o The Banans Boat

The few name was sugseited "o o 'Ll:r & lefler in the Bank of Nova
Sootia, Kawson Square Br and it would be good to know ker and say thanks again.

Following the Airst few wotks into the Banana Boat operabon, Aménoin calypsonian [ohany Bar.
raduda and Bahamian calvpasnian Count Bemadino bad 4 musical due! that rockad the Baae for manv
rights! The newspapers gave rave reviews

The Banana Boat was one of the muost successful nighschabs this sikde of Havana, It was the ren-
dezvous for the brautiful poople of that era. Club policies weee s8¢ up and we demonstratead positive
sodal bubavior and respect loc all. Basically what [ did was reinforoe the pride that Bahamians alecads
postedtad. Hules such as oo swearing, nd fighling and no sobGiing wene implementud.

The lirst all-Bahamian movie “Banana Boal Beat™ was a story about a night club owner who was
updrating a club that the authorities wanted to shut down tecause of 2 new music sound that was oo
different. When the authorides camae to close the dub, they foond that the Banana Boat Beat music was
intoxicating and rull of foy! The Nassau police allowed the Banana Boat fo remain open! All the custom-
ersin the flm. were delighted and danced all night to the mew musical beat of the Bunana Boal: “Banana
Boat Beat! Aye! Yil YiI"

Added publicity came in the form of the viewing of the compleled “Banana Boat™ movie in e
Massau Theaters, and also the excitament for the Bahamians that wimessod or ware in the onegoing
production around New Providenoe during the 21 days of filming. The publicicy which the production
provided for the Banana Boat club was pricclees!

I reccived great publicity with the secording of “Exadus™ and "Chost Riders in the Sky™ along
with the then Upsetters, ZNS plaved the songe for a long ime. The record sold ar record and gift shops
araund the Bahamas,

Sidney Paitler, the Upsaticrs and [, sang the song " Aanen™ from the movie Libes of the Flelds on
stagé at the Banana Boal, and then Sidney and [ ed a packed house of customerns amound the Banana
Bazr Club and into the street in o Junkanod line. This event was fealured in 3n Amcrican maAgATing
called The Saturday Evening Post

The Boat was booked froe of charge every Monday for charity hund rzising. Out of sppreciation.
the customers usually returmed during the weockends

The rest iy hastory

Today there > a fine team of spedal individuals whe have managed 1o keep the Banana Boii

legénd alive Funr b el Vdar

Congratulatons on 4 pob wsl done. |

Frank Minava
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