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financed projects, ranging from re-
tirement communiiies o the 120-
room Howel Gran Behia outside own.

Uniil changes occur, the best time
to witness the hybrid products of Sa-
mand's past is during twoe annual
retigions festivals: the weel before
LEaster (Holy Week) and the celebra-
tion of the region's pairon saint, San-
ta Barbara (the Pawronales), which
concluded Iate last month,

Duning these periods thousands of
countryfolk stream inwe town, trans-
forming the Maleotn inte 2 miniature
Rio de Jancwoe at Carnival. What lit-
fle businese the town usually con-
ducrs is replaccd by proceszions,
dances, games and cualests, some
conducted in Engiish, others in Span-
ish and some in the patois of Haiti.

Loudspeakers  Dblast merengue
{ire Dominican national music) well
imie the night. The loudspeskers are
provided by Dominican rum compa-
nies, who di: a good business at this
time. Many revelers sleep on the
benches and grassy areas lining the
Malecdn

During the rest of the year Samana
remains sedate, 1 poor bui not pov-
eriy-stricken lown, home 10 a small
group of American and Ewropcan
sailors and expatriates

Other than the beauty avid tranguil-
Hiy, what draws most visilors i1s oul-
door recreation, Around the docks of
the Rialecon one can arranpe a day-
trip, ront a mooreyele or fishing
gear, have lunch or dinner or hire
molorevele- drawn carriages (called
motocunchos) and small molerooats
{cailed yolas).

Most beaches can be reached by
motaconcho, which carry as many as
eight passengers and are usually
driven by ween-ope geides. These loud
and buckfiring buggies also function

as taxs. Yabis can be hired 1o reach
beaches and caves accessible aaly by
water or to travel among the small
islands, called cayos, in the bay. Cayo
Levantacy, the largest (about a mile
long and a haif-mile across), Is about
30 minwes by yola from the docks
and makes for an interesting day trip.

Cayo Levamado's five beaches
range from hidden 10 expansive,
some lashed by currenis [(wisning
around the island and others gently
lapped by the nide. Rocky trails cross
the island

ARLY each momung a

group of cooks and vendors

arrives. Some carch and

grill fish, serving them with

teasied plantains, while
others mix the milk of coconurs with
rum, szcving a powerful drink called
a coco loco 1o be sipped under the
palm trees. In the evening the vidlas
return, laking workers and visiors
back w the mainland.

Amid Caye Levamado's muiural
treasures sits the closed, Govern-
ment-owned howel. Built atop the is-
tand's highest point, it must have
beeen stunning. Today it s in hmbo
as the Government negotiates for its
renovation, leaving visitors to wan-
der through doarless rooms.

Another popular activily is game
lishing: expeditions set out each
morning:  from  Samani’s  docks.
Across the bay and within range of a
day's 1p sprawls Los Haitises, a
natioinal park, rain forest and bird
sanciuary, where pre-Columbian
paintings can be scen on the walls of
waterfront caves. The mountains,
looming in the background, are criss-
crossed by foolpaths and riling trails,

The norih side of the peninsula
faces il rougher waters and uninler-
rupted vista of the Allantic. Paradox-
ically, alihough the north ceast is
further removed from civilization

than the wown of Samana, if 12 ke Sile
of the area’s mesl modern accommao-
dations ai L.as Terrenas. About a half
hour by car ar bus from the wown of
Samand. Las Terrenas huas Dbean
iransformed in the past W years
from a tiny fishing village nto a
small sirip of hotels and resort com-
pounds, ranging from quiet bed and
breadfasts with rocking chairs and
screened porches o larpe, all-nclu-
sive compounds with Lennis counts,
windsurfing and scuba diving equip-
ment, outdoor discos and wransporia-
tion 1o and lrom the country™s major
ailrpores.

Each winter humpback whales ve-
lurn to Samana in order to breed ind
glve birth, taking advantage of the
warm sheliered waters of the bay
between December and March, Al
though the chief whale-watchers are
teams of marine biologists, nauvtical
expeditions &re also popular among
tourists who (ravel alengside the
whales, watching them and listening
to them sing

Samand's hiswory of culiural con-
junciions preceded the relocalion of
the American slaves. It bepan with
the first hostile encounter beiween
the hemispheres on Jan. 12, 1493,
when an army of Indizcns showered
Columbus’s ship with bone-tipped ar-
rows. This Gull of Arrows (as Colum-
bus named it), situated about three
miles east of 10wn, bears no plagque
but is well known among residents.

Pirates thrived in the coves aml
shallow waters of the bay until the
city of Santa Barbara de Samana was
founded in 1736 by transplanted Ca-
nary 1slanders whom the Spanish re-
located in arder o discourage Eroish
encroachment. Samand's population
was later augmented and diversified
by flecing French planters and their
slaves when Haiti, which shares the
island of Hispaniola with the Damin-
can Republic, declared itz independ-

cnce from France in 1804,

Mapoleon envisioned a capal fouv
hiz New World empire in Samana and
had plans drawn for 2 new ity on the
sie 10 be called Napaleosn City. By
British interventinn and Conbingial
concerns disiracied the vmperor aml
the plan was shelved, Then in 1522
Hani invaded the Dominican Ropub-
lic and began a 2Z-year occupation

It was at this time that the forme-
e event in Samand’s development
occurred. Haiti's leader, Jean Pierre
Boyer, made contact wilh abol:omist
grocps in Philadelphia and financed
the passage and resettlement of as
many staves as the aheiitionists could
muster. Boyer's molives are disput-
&d. Boyer said he was converned with
liboratmg the slaves, while Domini-
van ohservers said Boyver wanted o
repupulate the couniry he had subju-
gated with residents partial to hime-
sell. Weveriheless, neariy 6.000 for-
mer slaves mate the voyage o the
Donanican  Repuidlic. The  results
were mixed: many died o retarned,
unable 1o adjust o chaages in climare
and culwwre, However, the 2000 o1 s0
who relocated prospered,
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the voung peaple, bear:g SOomcs
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Only the izt afacl [osgille
threatoaed by the arsa™s culbisi
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Spanish language inn Samana, and
his means were drastic, armed aten
publicly beat anvens beord spenimg
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The remaining Americanos liv i
the land in small moumain villa aos
doliing the peninsula. They srow oo
conuts, coflee, manpos and cito
framts tor =ale Their charchos are
easily idemiliea along the narrew it
roads:  small,  often  wdmdoaies.
waod-frume buildings perched un
stilts o cinderblocks, immacolstoly
clean, with pitched vools, wodaben
prws and doars an poth cnds On
Friday and Samerday mghi- s an-
doay mornings the churches are gon-
erally (liled 1o capacity with wea <hip
ers of all ages singing hynms - in
E.nglish, 5]
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